
Sermon Title: Serve: Follow The Leader 
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 
All the church growth experts, whose desks are cluttered with stacks of 
books, graphs, and statistical studies tell us pastors,  
“If you want your church to grow and if you want to reach people for Jesus 
Christ, you better not talk about risk and sacrifice.  
It’ll discourage people. 
Instead, focus on meeting felt-needs.  
People are into self-fulfillment, not self-denial.  
Sacrifice is a downer…  And it’ll sink your church if you talk about it.” 

-I guess someone should have informed Jesus.  
 
While, I do agree that most people, if given the chance, would like to talk 
about the Seven Ways To A Better You or the Five Tried and True Private 
Spiritual Practices To Success over Sacrifice and Risk, that’s not what I 
see God revealing to us through Scripture.  
 
Sacrifice, risk, and serving others are at the heart of faith and the life of 
Jesus, and serving others draws us to closer to God as we learn to see the 
image of God in those we serve. 
 
  
Most of you know I’m from the land of sun, beaches, and humidity, and I’m 
not talking about South Padre, I’m talking about Florida...  
All that to say, I’m an outsider to the traditions of Texas.  And let me tell 
you, Texas has traditions.  
 
For those who don’t know, Cheryl, my wife, moved to Florida when she was 
15.  (And, she has said it is okay to tell this story).  



She moved there just a little before homecoming. 
Her new high school in Lake Mary, Florida was ramping up for all the 
Homecoming festivals.  The silly dress up days, the parades, face painting, 
the homecoming court, all of it. 
So, getting into the homecoming spirit, Cheryl asked a friend where she 
could buy one of these… 
(Show Mum Slide) 
 
A Mum?  What in the world is a Mum?  Texas Friends, you are one of a 
kind in the ways of mums.  And in good texas fashion, a small and elegant 
flower surrounded by nicely and neatly ran ribbon just wouldn’t do… 
 
Mums are completely ridiculous, but it’s a Texas tradition I love.  
I’ve learned, you better not take the risk of messing with the Mum… 
Unless you are a Colleyville Heritage High School Senior named Chandler 
Clark. 
 
Chandler had spent two weeks of her summer on a mission trip in South 
Sudan helping dig and build wells to assist the South Sudanese have 
access to clean water. 
Chandler got the risky idea to ask her fellow Seniors to give up their Senior 
Year Mums, and instead, send the money they would have spent on the 
mum to the Nonprofit Organization, Water Is Basic Project.  
Her Senior class bought into it.  And soon, the rest of the Colleyville 
Heritage High School students were on board.  
They made shirts to give to every student who donated. 
 
The shirts say, “I Sent My Mum To Africa.” 
The goal was to raise $2000 dollars. 
As the Colleyville students were about to surpass that goal, their arch rival, 
Grapevine High School caught wind of it and asked if they could join in. 
You see, not only were they arch rivals, Colleyville was playing Grapevine 
for homecoming. 



That Friday night, the both sides of the stands were packed with blue 
T-shirts that said, “I Sent My Mum To Africa.” 
Both schools, together, raised over $8000 to purchase 4 water wells that 
gave thousands of people access to clean, healthy, and safe drinking 
water. 
 
(Show Matthew 25:35 Slide) 
“I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink.  What you have done 
for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done for me.” 
 
 
In 2014, 6 year old John, a Dallas native and son of April, was facing two 
back to back surgeries.  They could not be done at the same time because 
of his age and his health status.  This meant that he would be in the 
hospital for Christmas and his birthday.  As Christmas came around, gifts, 
cards, toys, and visits from the Dallas Cowboys, Stars, and Mavericks, 
began to come.  Soon, there was more than a 6 year old could ever use.  
 
A couple weeks after Christmas would bring upon his 7th birthday, and 
knowing that gifts, cards, toys, and famous visitors would be coming in 
again, he asked his mom if they could do something different.  He asked if 
rather than people sending gifts and toys for him, he wanted to ask them to 
send jackets, clothes, and other things that people who were less fortunate 
could use during the cold Dallas winters.  
April, his mother said sure, and she set out on his wishes.  She thought 
they may get a few used coats, some pairs of socks, and other small 
things.  Soon after her request was made known, hundred of brand new 
items came flowing in, jackets, boots, shoes, socks, sweatshirts, you name 
it.  
April was overwhelmed so she contacted The Stewpot.  The Stewpot is a 
great mission and service organization ran by First Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas.  It focuses on social services, providing food and medical care, and 



providing educational courses to help the poor and homeless rise above 
their current situation.  
Through the Stewpot’s coordination, John’s birthday request helped over 
100 homeless folks weather a cold Dallas winter. 
 
When John got out of the hospital, he and his mother helped start the “Little 
Stewpot Stewards. 
(Picture-Kids with Signs) 
Now, 6 years later, the Little Stewpot Stewards, who are mostly elementary 
students, raise thousands of dollars each year and collect thousands of 
clothing items for the patrons of The Stewpot. 
 
(Show Matthew 25:35-36 Slide) 
“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat, I was naked and you gave me 
clothes to wear, I was sick and you took care of me.  What you have done 
for the least of these brothers and sisters, you have done for me.” 
 
 
Gainesville State School vs Grapevine Faith High School. 
It was not exactly the game all the Grapevine fans were anxiously awaiting 
for. 
Kickoff guaranteed yet another blowout of their perennial visitors, The 
Gainesville State School Tornadoes. 
The Gainesville State School Tornadoes do not play a single home game. 
They do not have a stadium colored in painted in their school colors, 
adorned with pictures of their mascot, nor with parents and fans cheering 
on the sidelines.  
Gainesville State School is one of Texas’ Juvenile Correctional Facilities. 
No teams are allowed to play there.  No parents go to watch and cheer on 
their young men.  Only a few teachers and staff travel each Friday night to 
encourage the Gainesville State School Tornadoes.  
 



I could tell you the rest of story about the game between the Gainesville 
State School Tornadoes and the Grapevine Faith High School Lions, but 
their words tell it better. 
(Show Video) 
 
(Show Matthew 25:36 Slide) 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.  What you have done for the least of these brothers and sisters, you 
have done it for me.” 
 
 
For Christians, sacrificial and risky service is a matter of faith.  It stands at 
the heart of Christianity and Christian faith.  
 
Let me tell you this, the advice to not talk about risk and sacrifice, is wrong. 
As Christians, we cannot sacrifice talking about risk and sacrifice to the 
altars of growing churches, because when we do, we don’t have a church, 
we have a self-improvement club. 
 
Frederick Buechner, famous theologian, wrote,  
(Show Buechner Quote Slide) 
“To sacrifice is to make something holy by giving it away in love.” 
 
What we do in faith and for Jesus Christ matters.  The small token of love 
you show or give someone matters because you are an extension of God’s 
love to that person. 
 
Faith in Christ does not stop with God loves me, so I love God.  It carries us 
forward into the heart of God who loves others, and then compels us to 
love others in the way God loves us. 
 
God is leading us into sacrificing some of our comfort and risk the stains of 
dirt on our clean hands, will we follow? 


