
Sermon Title: Study: Reaching The Finish Line? 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 
 
I’m going to share a story I haven’t shared with many people.  
One time while Cheryl and I were still dating, we decided to have a movie 
night and went to a Blockbuster. 
(Show Blockbuster Slide) 
For those that don’t remember them or may have never seen them, it’s a 
store, kind of like Netflix and Disney +, only it was a brick and mortar store 
filled with things like VHS tapes and DVDs for rent. 
 
So anyway, we were walking through Blockbuster, and I’m trying to gently 
steer us closer to the Action and Comedy movies, but Cheryl is trying to 
steer us somewhere else… 
She is trying to steer us into the sappy, lovey, overly dramatic, and 
sensationalized Drama section… 
The section filled with, “Suffer through it and make your girlfriend or wife 
happy” type of movies. 
Well, as we were silently battling... Our eyes caught a glimpse of the same 
movie.  
Both of us were being drawn towards it... 
Cheryl being drawn by the hopes of a romantic date night, 
And me...  
I was drawn, I mean dragged, by the unwavering force of a girlfriend’s 
clinched hand around my wrist. 
 
A few seconds later we were standing in front of this movie… 
(Show The Notebook Slide) 
I picked up the DVD… 
Then turned it over and saw this on the back… 
(Show back cover slide) 
 



I looked at Cheryl and said, “I am not watching a movie with a couple of in 
rowboat on a lake filled with Swans.” 
 
Cheryl said, “We’re watching The Notebook.” 
So, we watched The Notebook... 
 
 
The Notebook is a love story.  It shows the determination people have 
when they fall in love and become separated.  Many people have called it 
the epitome of what love, in its greatest form, is supposed to look like.  It is 
often the kind of love we think of when we hear the word, love.  
 
The Notebook love that is the standard bearer of our times is one that 
makes us feel warm and fuzzy inside that makes us want to return it to the 
person giving it.  It is a love based on up feelings and emotions. 
 
But it is not the fullest or greatest kind of love, its not the kind of love God is 
calling us to in the Bible.  It’s different than the love God expects, requires, 
and demands of us.  That leaves us with a question: 
(Show Question Slide) 
How do we know what kind of love God is calling us to? 
 
 
We’re in the season of Lent. 
Lent is a time for us to intentionally take up practices that help us draw 
closer to God.  Last week we talked about drawing close to God through 
worship by keeping our proper focus on Him. 
 
This week, we’re going to talk about drawing close to God through studying 
the Bible.  We cannot draw to someone without learning about them and 
spending time with them so we get to really know them, really know who 
they are and their deep desires, hopes, and dreams. 
 



Watching The Notebook allowed me to spend time with Cheryl and helped 
me get to know her a little better… 
It’s similar with us and God.  We draw close to God through worship and 
we get to know God through spending time reading and studying the Bible. 
 
 
This part of Deuteronomy, Chapter 6, verses 1-9, is the central identity of 
the Hebrew People.  
It comes right after Moses gives the 10 Commandments, and then next 5 
chapters after it describe some of the specific instances of how to apply the 
10 Commandments to daily life. 
 
The key to knowing and drawing close to God comes in Verse 5. 
This verse is called the Shema, 
(Show Shema Slide) 
 “Love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your 
strength.”  
The Shema summarizes what is at the heart of the 10 Commandments and 
all that God desires and demands of the Hebrew people.  It’s also at the 
heart of drawing close to God. 
 
The words of the Shema are also what the LORD requires us.  Of course, if 
we just left it at this, it really does not get us anywhere.  This is why the 
following 5 chapters of Deuteronomy exist.  
It is also why Jesus connected it with another important command:  
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
But again, these are vague… and we’re left with questions like: 
Who are our “neighbors”?  
How are we to love our “neighbors”?  
How are we to love God? 
Maybe these commands of God are vague on purpose. 



Perhaps they are meant to keep our focus on God rather than arguing 
about the particulars ways we will love God and who in particular we will 
love... 
 
 
When we read about love in the Old and New Testaments, it is not merely 
an emotional response.  
For Jesus, when he announces the two greatest commandments: 
(Show Total Devotion Slide) 
Love is an act of total and complete devotion. 
 
We have to study the Bible and the life of Jesus in order to make sense of 
God’s commandments to make sense of this, to make sense of what total 
and complete devotion to loving God and our neighbors looks like. 
Our love of God is something that is meant to permeate all that we are and 
all that we do.  
Our love of God is meant to be the lens through which we see our world 
and all people in it.  
Loving God in this way is tough.  
Loving God is tough because it requires us to Love the way God loves. 
  
 
We have a tendency to divide our life into various parts and keep them 
separate from one another… 
We often believe life is made of separate buckets, such as, the Social Life 
bucket, the Political Beliefs bucket, the Religious Beliefs bucket, the Friday 
and Saturday Night bucket, the Checking Account bucket… 
Feel free to keep naming them…  
But scripture reveals that’s just not the case... 
 
Loving God is tough, because in true faith and devotion to Jesus Christ as 
LORD, we do not have multiple buckets, we have one large bucket, called, 
our Love of and Devotion to God.  



 
How we treat another person says what we believe about God. 
Where we spend our money shows what is most important to us. 
The lines we draw in loving our neighbors show the lines we have drawn 
around our love of God and the love God has for other people.  
What we fight against or stand up for illuminates what we believe is most 
important to God. 
 
 
Here is the Good News.  
Though we rarely display the full inclusive and radical nature of God’s love, 
God doesn’t give up on us. 
He still reaches out to us, desires us to know Him, and He still wants to use 
us to be the messengers of the Kingdom of God. 
 
To do this, to truly share the beautifully wonderful good news of God’s true 
and real love, we must grow close to Him.  As we study scripture and learn 
more about God and the life of Jesus, we will find ourselves being drawn 
closer to God almighty… 
So today, how will you continue to move from the Notebook kind of love to 
truly Godly love? 


