
Sermon Title: Worship: It’s Not About Us 
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8 
 
 
How would you describe today’s scripture? 
How might you describe it to someone else, say someone who doesn’t go 
to church, or someone who wasn’t a Christian? 
What words would you use? 
How would you describe the odd and surreal language and images? 
 
Some people might say, “I don’t understand it, but I read it and I believe it.” 
Others might say, “The surreal images point to the magnificent and 
awe-inspiring nature of God.” 
And, a few with maybe an irreverent sense of humor might say, “Maybe 
Isaiah’s wine fermented a little too long…” 
 
I’m guessing that a lot of people would be like me… 
I don’t know exactly what to make of it or how to describe it. 
It also reveals the human response when we come into contact with God. 
Which is to worship God. 
According to scripture, worship means: 
(Show Worship Definition Slide) 
To ascribe the highest worth to something, and worship always leads to a 
response. 
 
 
A pastor was having lunch with a friend.  This friend didn’t belong to a 
church or go to worship often.  During their conversation, the pastor’s friend 
asked,  
“Don’t you go expecting to be bored?”  
As the pastor pondered the question, he was reminded of a quote Christian 
author Annie Dillard, 
(Show Annie Dillard Quote)  



“We should not take the matter of worship so lightly.  We are wrong to think 
that we are safe in the sanctuary, protected from the outside by stained 
glass and made comfortable by padded pews.  Does anyone have the 
foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke?... We should all be 
wearing crash helmets.  Ushers should be issued life preservers and signal 
flares; they should lash us to our pews.” 
 
Is this what you were expecting to hear when you walked into the sanctuary 
this morning? 
That when we worship, it should be life-changing? 
What are you expecting this morning?  Are you to experience God today? 
 
 
Isaiah was a prophet and a priest.  He was in the temple, doing what he 
would have done everyday, preparing himself for worship.  
But that day would have been different for Isaiah’s because his world was 
falling apart.  
Actually, Isaiah’s country was falling apart.  His King, Uzziah, a great leader 
who had led his country to great prosperity and power had died without an 
apparent successor.  
The hopes, dreams, and wishes of Israel were dying right in front of 
Isaiah’s face.  And to top it off, when he looked to the east, the powerful 
Assyrian Army was on the march…  heading straight towards Israel… 
 
God, Please Help us,  Protect us, Lead us, Guide us… I can only imagine 
these were words muttered from Isaiah’s mouth as he sat in the Temple… 
 
When all the sudden… Out of nowhere… God comes…  
And Isaiah’s life is drastically changed.  His plans of being just the quiet 
priest were crumbled, crushed, and changed. 
Isaiah’s plans, God’s plans, not the same… 
 
 



Think about your own life and experiences for a second. 
Have you ever had an experience that defies our normal vocabulary or 
couldn’t be described by words? 
Maybe the instant love of seeing your child for the first time. 
Maybe it’s the incredibly deep pain at the loss of a loved one. 
Or maybe it was an experience that just took your breath away. 
 
Often, experiences like these have life changing consequences.  When 
Matthew was born, it meant I wasn’t getting a new guitar anytime soon and 
a lot of sleepless nights, but it also meant nights accompanied by the 
sweetest and sleepiest snuggles. 
 
 
One of my favorite theologians, Soren Kierkegaard, shared this parable 
during one of his many lectures. 
There was a community of ducks waddling off to the duck church one 
Sunday to hear their duck preacher.  After they waddled into the duck 
sanctuary, the service began and the duck preacher spoke eloquently of 
how God had given the ducks wings with which to fly. 
 
He pounded on the pulpit with his beak and said, “With these wings, there 
is nowhere we ducks can not go! 
There is no God-given task we ducks cannot accomplish! 
With these wings we no longer need to walk through life. 
We can soar high in the sky.” 
 
Shouts of Amen! were quacked throughout the duck congregation. 
The duck preacher concluded his message by exclaiming, “With our wings 
we can fly through life! 
We…. Can…. Fly!!!!” 
 
More ducks quacked out loud AMENS! in response. 
Every duck loved the service. 



In fact, all the ducks that were present commented on what a wonderfully 
convicting message they had heard from their duck preacher… 
 
And then they left the church and waddled all the way home… 
Waddled when they knew they could fly... 
 
 
Church, true worship of God changes lives and rearranges priorities. 
Isaiah’s encounter with the living God teaches us that there is no way to 
know God without being changed. 
 
The passionate worship of God, our ascribing the highest worth to God is 
the gift we bring to God.  
Worship is not about getting our religious highs to make it till the next 
Sunday.  It is not about singing our favorite hymns.  And, it is not about us. 
It is solely and only about God. 
 
I’ve always wanted to put a sign over the sanctuary doors that say, “Enter 
Expecting.”  
Enter expecting to experience God in such a way that we are changed and 
in some way, different than we walked in.  
This is why Annie Dillard said we need hard hats, life preservers, and 
safety equipment when we worship.  God is primarily in the life changing 
business, not the feel good business.  
God comforts the afflicted, but also afflicts the comfortable who refuse to 
step out of their comfort zones to worship and serve Him. 
 
Today, we have the opportunity to worship and experience God through the 
hymns and songs we sing, the scripture we read, the liturgy we recite, the 
words we pray, the tithes and offerings we give, and the bread and wine we 
taste. 



When you come to the table and when you receive bread and receive the 
cup, take it, taste it, eat it, and welcome in God’s desire to take you on the 
journey of turning your life around. 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 


