
Sermon Title: Andrew: Best Supporting Actor 
Scripture: John 1:35-42 
 
 
(Show Names Slide) 
Mahershala Ali, Sam Rockwell, Mark Rylance, Javier Bardem, Jim 
Broadbent... 
Regina King, Allison Janney, Alicia Vikander, Octavia Spencer , Melissa 
Leo… 
Do you know who these people are? 
Maybe you’ve heard the names or know who they are, but, if you’re like 
me, these names do not mean much. 
I had never heard any of these names until I was researching this sermon... 
All of these people on the screen won the Academy Award for best 
supporting actor within the last decade. 
 
Last week we started our new sermon series on the Apostles of Jesus. 
We started off by looking into the life of the most well known Apostle, Peter. 
He was so well known because, well, he made himself well known. 
Peter was the kind of person that was in the middle of everything.  He was 
the first to act and the first to speak… 
Peter’s name would’ve been included with names likeTom Hank, Denzel 
Washington, Matthew McConaguahey, Sandra Bullock, and Reese 
Witherspoon, all of whom won the Academy Award for best lead actor and 
best actress… 
 
But today, we move away from Peter so that we can focus on someone 
else.  
Someone who played a vitally important role in the early church, but was 
content to stay out of the limelight.  
Today, we’re going to look at Andrew…  
Peter’s brother, and Jesus’ best supporting actor and disciple. 
 



 
It’s interesting, Andrew was one of the first disciples Jesus called. 
But yet, he is barely mentioned in the gospels… 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke only Andrew mention when they list all of Jesus’ 
disciples… 
He gets a little more attention in the Gospel of John, but not too much… 
He is mentioned three times in John: 
(Show First Time Slide) 
The first time is what we read today, in John 1:35-42 when Jesus calls him 
to be a disciple… 
(Show Second Time Slide) 
The second time is in John 6:8-9 as part of the feeding of the 5000 miracle. 
(Show Third Time Slide) 
The final time is in John 12:20-22, when Andrew and Philip, another 
disciple, take some folks to see Jesus. 
 
On the surface, Andrew has little obvious claim to greatness.  
But when we look a little deeper, not just at Andrews words and stories 
about him, which are few… 
But when we look at Andrew’s actions, we see why he was so important, so 
important that he was part of Jesus’ inner circle. 
 
While he was a disciple of few words, Andrew’s actions show us what it 
means to follow Jesus. 
You see, in the three times that the Gospel of John mentions Andrew he is 
doing one thing… 
He is introducing people to Jesus. 
In today’s scripture, what did Andrew do once Jesus called him to be a 
disciple?  What was Andrew’s first action? 
Let’s read it together... 
(Show John 1:40-42 Slides) 
40 One of the two disciples who heard what John said and followed Jesus 
was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. 41 He first found his own brother 



Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”. 42 He led him to 
Jesus. 
(Show Introduce Peter Slide) 
The first thing Andrew did was go and get his brother, Simon Peter, and 
introduce him to Jesus… 
 
Andrew’s second mention in John 6:8-9 
(Show Introduce Boy Slide) 
It is Andrew that takes the boy with the 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish and 
introduces him to Jesus… 
 
And his third mention in John 12:20-22 
Do you know Andrew did? 
(Show John 12:20-22 Slides) 
Yup, Andrew introduces the Greeks to Jesus… 
 
That’s Andrew, he is an introducer…  
He is the supporting actor that introduces people to Jesus. 
He didn’t do it with eloquent sermons, fiery arguments, or great deductive 
reasoning… 
He simply walked people over and introduced them to Jesus. 
 
 
Today is a special day in the life of our church. 
We are going to celebrate the sacrament of baptism. 
In a few minutes, little Madeline, her parents, Angie and Gerrad, and other 
family members are going to walk up here and Madeline is going to be 
baptized into the covenant with God and into the family of Christ’s church… 
 
But it’s not only Angie, Gerrad, the rest of her family that will be coming 
with her and making the promise to walk alongside Madeline and introduce 
her to Jesus… 
That’s all of our responsibility.  



The entire church makes a promise to Madeline, Angie, and Gerrad that we 
will nurture Madeline in the Christian faith.  
We promise we will surround her with a community of love and forgiveness, 
and we pledge to act as spiritual mentors for her. 
We all promise to follow the disciple Andrew’s lead to walk with and 
introduce Madeline to Jesus. 
 
In a few minutes Madeline is going to get to be the leading actress for a 
moment, and we all get to be like Andrew for her. 
We are all called to be her supporting actors and actresses for her as 
surround her in Christian love, care, and prayer as we help raise her in the 
Christian faith. 
 
Church, sharing our faith with one another and with our neighbors is a big 
task.  Andrew understood that.  That’s why he walked with people and 
introduced them to Jesus. 
You don’t need a Peter-like, leading actor type of personality to effectively 
share your faith with others.  
Andrew, the quiet, supporting actor made an equally large impact on the 
Christian church, and so can you. 
God is calling us to be supporting actors for Madeline, our church family, 
and our neighbors, walking with them and introducing them to Jesus. 
And sometimes, well really, most often, we do that by following Andrew’s 
example. 
He probably never preached a rousing sermon; but he lived a better 
sermon than most preachers will ever preach. 


