
Sermon Title: Peter: The Not-So-Perfect Saint 
Scripture: Matthew 4:17-20 
 
 
Today we’re starting a new series on the faithful and flawed followers of 
Jesus. 
Sometimes our views of the characters in the Bible can be 
one-dimensional.  This is especially true of Jesus’s disciples. 
We see them as heroes, but we forget that they were also human beings 
like you and I. 
 
It can be really easy to idolize people and put them up on a high pedestal, 
especially if it’s someone famous. 
Here’s just one example, in the 1990’s and 2000’s Tiger Woods’ name was 
everywhere… 
He was the face of golf, the face of Nike, the face of energy drinks, and the 
face of, well…, almost anything related to golf and the sports world… 
 
He was also well known for his charity work and giving… 
Tiger was someone that many people looked up to, and dare I say, 
someone that many people idolized, even if they had never swung a driver 
from the tee box or sank a put on the green. 
 
But then… 2009 came along and all the sudden, Tiger’s pedestal was 
gone… 
He became human again as his many failures became public knowledge… 
 
We can easily do the same thing with the disciples… 
We can easily see them as spiritual superstars destined for greatness. 
We can idolize them and put them up on pedestals to the point that we 
forget they were human, just like us…  
People who struggled with sin, selfishness, and more... 



Now, scripture doesn’t do this… No, the gospel writers let us see their 
humanity and their lives are not always picture-perfect… 
In the gospels, we see the disciples vacillating between being semi-heroic 
figures, but also flawed people. 
 
You see, I don’t think God wants us to see Jesus’ disciples as perfect and 
to idolize them… 
I think God wants us to see who they really were… and to see ourselves in 
them… so that we too can trust that God can also use us… 
 
 
Well, let’s get back to the disciples… 
Today we’re going to look at Peter. 
Chances are that you’ve heard stories about Peter, and it’s quite likely 
you’ve heard a sermon or two on Peter. 
That’s because nearly 60% of the Gospels and the first 12 chapters of the 
Book of Acts focuses in some measure on Peter.  
 
If we could only choose two words to describe Peter.  I think I would 
choose these two: 
(Show Two Words Slide) 
Action and Center 
Peter was certainly a man of action and I think we can easily gather from 
scripture that Peter preferred to be in the center of the action. 
 
Anytime we read about Peter, he’s doing something or saying something… 
Anyone who met him wouldn’t label him as being an introvert or a 
wallflower. 
No, in any given crowd, you’d find Peter in the center of it. 
And, while the other disciples were still pondering what to do or what to 
say…  
You’d find Peter already doing something or speaking up… 



It appears Peter felt obligated to act or to say something… even when it 
was probably best to stay still or silent… 
Today, we might describe him as impulsive. 
 
In many ways, these traits were beneficial to Peter. 
It’s likely that these traits were the reason Jesus called Peter to become a 
disciple… 
But not just one of the disciples, Peter was part of Jesus’ inner circle and 
he quickly became the spokesperson for the disciples. 
 
It is quite interesting that Peter would become “the” disciple of Jesus… 
Peter see-sawed between highs and lows in his faith and actions. 
(Show Peter Slide 1) 
One moment Peter is climbing out of the boat and walking on water - the 
next moment he is swimming with the fish… 
(Show Peter Slide 2) 
One moment Peter is saying, “Jesus, you are the Christ, the son of the 
living God - the next moment Jesus tells Peter, “You remind me of Satan”… 
(Show Peter Slide 3) 
One moment Peter is faithfully declaring that even if everyone else falls 
away, I will not - the next moment he is denying Jesus three times in his 
time of need… 
 
It is indeed quite interesting that Jesus would not only call Peter to be a 
disciple, but intrust him as the leader of soon-to-be formed church… 
 
But maybe that’s just how God works… 
God doesn’t call the person with the best resume… 
Rather, He found Peter, a common person with a common job and life.  
You see, God found a common person with an uncommon desire to follow 
Jesus…  
 
 



And here’s the thing, Peter, the great, but not-so-perfect saint of the church 
is like many of us here… 
You may not be the extreme extrovert and person of action like Peter..  
You might be quite the opposite… 
(And if you are, I think you’ll find a companion in next week’s disciple) 
But we all have a little bit of Peter in us… 
 
Jesus calls us all to follow Him, just like He called Peter at the Galilee Sea. 
We all have moments of great faith like Peter, and we all have moments of 
failure… 
We all see-saw, have questions and doubts like Peter… 
But here is where we are most like Peter: We are all ordinary people loved, 
called, and shaped by an extraordinary God. 
 
In Peter, we see how far God’s love will go in molding a life… 
Peter was not-so-perfect… but it was through God’s everso perfect love 
that he became the voice of the early church. 
 
At the end of the day, it wasn’t Peter’s willingness to take a risk, his 
strong-willed nature, or even his very confident persona that caused him to 
leave the impact he did on the church. 
It was God… 
God’s grace and love lived out in Peter’s life. 
 
For all of Peter’s faults, he knew what it meant to follow Jesus. 
He followed Jesus wherever Jesus lead him. 
Are we willing to accept God’s love and grace like Peter and follow where 
Jesus leads us? 
We are called into ministry… to share this message... 
God’s grace and love is with you… and that’s good news… good, good 
news… 


