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Sermon Title: “The Goosebumps God” 
Scripture: John 6:24-40 
 
 
Has anyone ever surprised you with something?  How did it make you feel? 
How did you react? 
 
Another pastor shared a story of a time when this happened to him… 
Now, before I share this story, let it be known that I am not trying to any of 
you to bring me a gift or surprise me with something… 
 
Before this guy became a pastor, he worked for a large insurance 
company.  He shared a workspace with quite a few folks.  The time came 
for the company to upgrade the computers in the office.  In all, he said the 
company purchased nearly 20 computers from this one salesman.  The day 
the computers arrived, the salesman brought in a boxes of donuts for the 
office.  This salesman came each week for the next month or so to make 
sure everything was going well and that the new computers were working 
correctly.  And, each time that salesman came, he brought donuts. 
So, everyone in the office began to expect that when the salesman came, 
the donuts would appear. 
 
As the newness of the office computers wore off, the salesman’s visits 
became less frequent, but he still brought the donuts… 
Until…  a couple of months went by without the salesman showing up… 
And then one day, the salesman walked in the insurance office to check on 
everything and to see if there were any more needs that he could help 
with… 
But guess what, this time, he did not bring any donuts…  He came 
empty-handed… 
This pastor remembered that he felt angry, he said he felt like he’d been 
slighted and was disappointed... because…  He came to expect donuts 
whenever this salesman came around… 
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After a few moments, he realized how foolish getting angry was because 
the salesman’s job was to sell computers, not bring him donuts… 
 
 
What about you? 
Have you ever been disappointed when something didn’t happen the way 
you expected it to? 
Have you ever felt slighted when an experience didn’t live up to your 
expectations? 
 
We’ve all had these experiences.  
Many, most, and probably all of us have had disappointing experiences 
with our faith. 
 
Maybe you tried to read the bible, maybe you through Genesis, Exodus, 
but then got lost in Numbers and Leviticus…  
Maybe you didn’t get much from it... 

-let me tell you, reading the bible can be hard.  The bible can be a 
very tough thing to understand. 
 
Maybe you’ve prayed about something, maybe you’ve prayed about many 
things… but… it felt like “it’s just me talking and God’s not listening or 
answering…” 
Maybe you didn’t feel anything while you were praying, so, you did what we 
naturally do when something doesn’t seem to be working… maybe you 
gave up… 
Because hey, we all probably heard the definition of insanity, right? 
You know, doing the same thing over and over, but expecting a different 
result... 
 
Have you ever felt that way?  Have you ever wondered where God is 
because you feel like He’s far away… 
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If you’ve ever wondered “Why can’t I feel God’s presence?” If you’ve ever 
wondered that, I want to talk to you today… 
 
 
 
We’ve all had God experiences in our lives that cause goosebumps.  We’ve 
all had times when we knew God was so close. 
If you hadn’t had those times, you probably wouldn’t be here today.  You 
wouldn’t have responded to the Holy Spirit’s invitation to come and 
worship… 
 
But the truth is, we don’t always have those divine goosebump 
experiences.  
-There are many times when we read the bible and get little from it... 
-There are many times when we leave the worship service feeling about 
the same as we did when we came in… 
 
Here are two questions for all of us, me, you, and everyone. 
(Show Questions Slide) 
“What are you expecting to experience when you come to worship, when 
you read your bible, and when you pray?”  
And 
(Show Prepare Slide) 
“How are you preparing yourself to meet God in these things? 
 
The pastor in the story earlier he got his expectations all mixed up.  Just 
because the computer salesman brought donuts a few times, that didn’t 
mean that he was a donut delivery person too…  
 
And when we look at today’s reading from the Gospel of John, we see 
some other folks who got their expectations mixed up… 
 
Of course, it’s pretty easy to understand why… 
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Just one day before Jesus had healed a man who had been sick and lame 
for 38 years. (John 5:1-18) 
 
The crowds were amazed by this and many other healings, so they 
followed him across the sea of Galilee.  There, the crowds listened to his 
teachings and then, He miraculously fed the crowd of over 5000 people… 
(John 6:1-15) 
 
This crowd had just seen and experienced some of the most amazing 
things they could have imagined.  
So naturally… they wanted more!  
They wanted more goosebump experiences.  
 
And this is where today’s scripture starts… 
They follow Jesus again… 
They couldn’t get enough.  
They knew they were in the company of something and somebody 
special… 
So the crowds do what human beings do… 
And what we often do… 
Ask for more… 
 
In response, Jesus offers them the best gift and the greatest miracle in the 
world: eternal life, salvation, His never ending presence. 
And when offered this gift, the crowd does exactly what humans most often 
do... 
(Show John 6:28 Slide) 
They ask, “What must we do to accomplish what God requires?” 
 
(Show “Believe” Slide) 
“Believe in Him whom God sent” 
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That seems simple enough doesn’t it.  I’m guessing that almost every one 
of us in here, if we were asked if we believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Messiah, if we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we’d say yes… 
 
But, there are many times that we have put conditions on it.  There are 
many times we’ve said something similar to what the crowd said to Jesus, 
(Show John 6:30 Slide) 
“Show us a sign so that we can believe.”  
The miraculous healings and feeding 5000 people were not enough… They 
wanted more... 
 
We may say it differently. 
(Show Answers Slide) 
We may say: 
Jesus, if you heal me, if you heal …, I promise I’ll believe… 
Jesus, if you get our marriage through this… 
Jesus, if… 
Jesus, if you do this, then I can believe… 
 
When we say things like this, they come from the heart, and usually while 
we’re in the midst of deep pain and struggle.  
Now hear me on this church, I’m not saying we shouldn’t pray when in pain 
and when we struggle. 
It should be the first thing we should do. 
But rather, this about what we expect from prayer….  
And what we expect of God… 
So hear me on this, God being present with you and God’s love 
surrounding you is not dependent on one more sign… 
 
God’s presence is always with you.  
God has created the longing in our hearts to be in relationship with Him 
through Jesus Christ. 
But, we have to nurture that longing… 
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We nurture it through prayer, without demanding an immediate answer… 
We nurture it through reading our bible, even when it’s tough to 
understand. 
We nurture the longing for God in our hearts through gathering with a 
community, such as this church right here, and worshipping God together. 
Church, gathering for worship is not optional.  It’s necessary for nurturing 
our relationship with God.  
 
We will experience God in worship when we prepare ourselves for it by 
nurturing our relationship with Him.  
It doesn’t matter how great or how horrible the sermon, it doesn’t matter 
how great or how horrible music…  
God is present... 
 
The crowds who had gathered around Jesus had a complete lack of 
awareness of what they were witnessing. 
How easy is it for us to be so vastly unaware of God’s presence in our 
lives… 
Church, let me promise you this, if we nurture the relationship and open our 
eyes and hearts to see just how present God is with us… 
You will meet God and experience His presence today... 


