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I’ve got a song that you may have sung or heard recently… 
So ready or not, here are the lyrics: 
“You better watch out, You better not cry, 
Better not pout, I’m telling you why… 
Santa Claus is coming to town… 
 
He’s making a list, He’s checking it twice, 
He’s going to find out who’s been naughty and nice 
Santa Claus is coming to town… 
 
He sees you when you’re sleeping, He knows if you’re awake, 
He knows if you’ve been bad or good, 
So be good for goodness sake… 
Because Santa Claus is coming to town…” 
 
There has probably not been a more used set of lyrics than these by 
parents who are trying to get their children to behave around Christmas 
time… 
 
You better be good because Santa is watching, and if you aren’t good, you 
know what Santa will bring you instead of gifts. 
For young children, this song is an instant behavior modification system. 
 
If we really listen to and think about the lyrics, it sets Santa up as kind of, 
well, creepy.  
I don’t think that was the intent of song writer, you know, to make Santa 
sound creepy, but just think about it for a minute… 
 
 



There are two conversations that I hope I never forget.  I had these two 
conversations when I was a youth director at a church in Florida about 15 
years ago.  
The first conversation was with a 15 year old girl.  She was deeply 
struggling with her faith.  In the middle of the conversation she burst into 
tears and said, “I just want to know what I have to do to make God 
happy, to know what I have to do so God will love me.” 
Now let me tell you a little about her.  She was a straight A student, highly 
gifted in dance, so much so that she was already starting to receive calls 
from colleges that were interested in offering scholarships, and she was 
one of the sweetest and most loving people I have ever met.  
 
The second conversation was with a high school guy.  I had asked the 
youth group to use their imagination and describe what they thought God 
might look like if God were a human being.  This teenage guy said, “I think 
God would look a lot like my grumpy grandpa who sits in the rocking chair 
on his front porch and yells at everyone who happens to accidentally touch 
his perfectly manicured lawn. 
 
Somewhere along the line, these two teenagers, well, at the time they were 
teenagers, now they’re in their 30’s, but, somewhere along the line, they 
were taught that God is a lot like the creepy Santa of our song… 
 
You know, the one who’s always watching over your shoulder and making 
sure you’re always being good…  always doing right... 
 
Somewhere along the line, these two, and many, many more people have 
been taught that God is watching them in order to keep a tab on all the 
good and bad things they do and will tally them up at the end their lives… 
Somewhere along the line, they’ve been taught, you better be good 
because your ticket to Heaven depends on it.  God accepting you and 
loving depends on how good you are. 
 



I’ve had other conversations that have gone like this, “I want to believe in 
God, but I can’t believe in a God like that, in a God that is constantly 
watching for our mistakes…  There is no joy in that kind of God.” 
 
 
There is a great temptation to try to substitute good works for a deep and 
growing faith in Jesus Christ.  
It can take the form of people doing good works because Jesus tells us to 
do these things or people doing good works to make up for or atone for the 
bad things they have done.  
It can also the form of trying to earn God’s love and forgiveness and 
therefore get your heavenly passport stamped. 
 
 
Well Church, I have some good news and some bad news for you. 
The bad news is something you’ve probably heard hundreds or thousands 
of times… 
(Show Slide #1) 
“You cannot earn God’s love.” (Romans 3:23) 
We’ve all sinned and we all fall desperately short of being able to earn an 
A, B, C, or even a D on God’s behavior report card. 
Too many people wrongly assume that we can close the gap between 
ourselves and God with outward effort, with being a good person, doing the 
proper things, and having the right beliefs. 
 
The bad news is that each and every one of us in this sanctuary today, 
those who will listen to this later, and every single person alive has sinned 
and will sin again.  We cannot close the gap between ourselves and God. 
That’s some pretty bad news…  Quite honestly, it is some pretty harsh and 
hopeless news…  It’s the kind of news that will destroy the news of faithful 
people. 
 
 



Here’s the good news... 
Here’s what those two teenagers from my youth group didn’t understand at 
that time… 
You can’t be good enough to earn favor with God or God’s love, but, that’s 
really not what desires of us. 
God doesn’t desire we do enough good things to earn our favor with Him, 
God desires we accept the love, forgiveness, forgiveness, and mercy that 
he offers us through Jesus Christ.  
Our God is not a gotcha God.  
God is not a looking over your shoulder, making a list and checking it twice 
kind of God. 
He is not sitting around waiting for us to mess up so that He can count it 
against us.  
You see, it’s just the opposite.  
God is a always loving you God.  
God is a always reaching out to you God.  
God is a always ready to forgive you God. 
 
You see, God’s love is not dependent on us, God loves us despite of what 
we do.  Jesus Christ came, died, and was resurrected to save us, to save 
the entire world… 
 
Our salvation depends on something that Jesus Christ already did and 
fulfilled. 
 
(Show Slide #2) (Romans 3:22-25) 
22 God’s righteousness comes through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for 
all who have faith in him. There’s no distinction. 23 All have sinned and fall 
short of God’s glory, 24 but all are treated as righteous freely by his grace 
because of a ransom that was paid by Christ Jesus. 25 Through his 
faithfulness, God displayed Jesus as the place of sacrifice where mercy is 
found by means of his blood… 
 



Our salvation depends on something that Jesus Christ already did and 
fulfilled.  God already accepts each and every one of us… What we’ve 
done, what we’re doing, and what we will do has already been forgiven and 
wiped clean because of Jesus Christ… 
God asks us to have faith in him… 
 
Now, you might be asking, what about all the things Jesus tells His 
followers to do, all the good works that He implores us to do? 
 
Yes, God desires us to do these things, but to do them as a response of 
gratitude, as a response of thankfulness, and as a response to 
experiencing the love and gift of Jesus Christ. 
In other words, to God, the “why” we are doing it is the most important 
thing. 
 
So Church, in what ways have you experienced God’s love? 
In what ways have you experienced the faithfulness of Jesus Christ? 
Church, how have you experienced joy through the gifts of God’s love and 
the faithfulness of Jesus Christ? 


