
Sermon Title: “The On Demand God” 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 12:13-25 
 
 
In case you haven’t noticed, we live in an “on-demand” world.  If we want to 
listen to a certain song, all we have to do is go online, type in the song we 
want, and listen to it. 
And movies… 
Now, if want to watch a movie or a certain episode of your favorite TV 
show, we can go on Direct TV or Dish Network and rent it.  
 
We live in an on demand world.  We’ve come to expect things to happen 
when we desire them to, when we want them to… 
 
 
I believe that there are many people who want an On Demand God… 
Now, I believe really do believe this, that there are many people that want 
and On Demand God, but I don’t think it’s a conscience desire.  I think it’s 
subconscious. 
I think we want an On Demand God for two reasons.  First, well, because 
we can get almost everything on demand, and Second, because we’ve 
been told some things about God are not entirely true, and because of 
those things, we have some unreal expectations of God. 
 
 
A pastor friend of mine recently had a conversation with one of his church 
members.  The lady was trying to figure out why her week, well, really why 
the last month had gone so horrible for her.  
 
She told my friend, “I don’t get it, I went to church this week, I’ve gone to 
church my whole life, I only miss worship when I’m out of town.  I pray 
everyday and read my bible, I even have a quiet time everyday...  
Shouldn’t that mean something to God? 



 
The On Demand God idea goes something about like this: 
“I prayed about it… God didn’t do it…, or, I go to church, and my life 
is still a wreck, God’s not doing anything to help... Therefore, I don’t 
know if I can trust God cares about me, or even know if I believe in 
God.” 
 
The lady at my friend’s church was struggling because somewhere along 
the line, she learned that a loving God is a God that answers your prayers 
and doesn’t let you struggle...  
The hang up with the On Demand God is really based on the question,  
(Show Question Slide) 
“Where are you, God?” 
  
Here’s the thing, the On Demand God doesn’t exist. 
The On Demand idea says that God exists for us and God blesses us when 
we have enough faith... 
The On Demand God idea says if we have enough faith, if we believe hard 
enough, and God exists to answer our prayers, to give us what we ask for, 
and to keep us from facing struggles… 
 
The On Demand God does not exist because: 
(Show Slide #2) 
“God does not exist for us… We exist because of God, and we exist for 
God.” 
We exist to honor to God and we exist to worship God. 
 
(Show Equation Slide) 
God is always first in the God-Human equation. 
 
 
 
Let’s read this together: 



(Show Isaiah 64:8 Slide) 
Isaiah 64:8 
“But now, Lord, you are our father. 

    We are the clay, and you are our potter. 

    All of us are the work of your hand.” 

 

The equation is: 
God + God’s Love=Us 
 
 
Our desire for an On Demand God, a God whose purpose is to meet our 
needs and desires is nothing new. 
It’s the basis of the scripture we read today in 1 Samuel 12. 
What we read was the tail end of a 5 chapter long story starting 1 Samuel 8 
and ending with today’s reading. 
Today’s reading is the Prophet Samuel’s inauguration speech for Saul, 
Israel’s first king. 
 
Up until this point in Israel’s history, Israel did not have a “King”, at least not 
a human king.  God, Yahweh, was who Israel considered it’s king and 
Yahweh ruled through through the religious leaders such as the priests and 
prophets.  This way of governance lasted for hundreds of years.  At this 
point in time, the Prophet Samuel was God’s representative. 
 
As Israel grew and its influence in the area began to increase, they noticed 
that they were different from the other kingdoms and countries around 
them… 
Everyone else had a King.  All these other groups had a person whom they 
could demand things of.  They had a King who would represent them 
So, Israel demanded a king. 
 
 
1 Samuel 8:5 



“The elders of all the tribes of Israel go to Samuel and demand he anoint a 
king…” 
 
They demanded a king to rule over them, to judge over them, and to give 
them what they desired, when they desired it. 
In doing so, in demanding a king, they reject Yahweh… 
 
1 Samuel 8:7-9… 
They rejected the God that had freed them from the slavery of Egypt, they 
rejected the God who supplied for their needs in the desert, they rejected 
the God who was making them into a great nation. 
They rejected God because they had the equation backwards… 
God is not an On Demand God. 
God does not exist to serve us, we exist because of God.  
We exist to worship God, and we exist to honor God. 
God + God’s Love = Us 
 
 
You see, people desiring an On Demand God is nothing new.  It’s as old as 
creation…, and it’s as present today as it has ever been. 
 
In our culture, we often feel that if we give something, that if we give of our 
effort, our work, our allegiance, or whatever it is, then we should get 
something in return… 

-This idea of getting something in return is often placed onto God as 
well. 
But, we don’t stand eye to eye with God.  We are not equals with God. 
God + God’s Love = Us 
 
 
So, if God is not an On Demand God, who is he? 
God is an always loving, always caring, and always present God…. 



But, God’s ways of doing these things, always loving, caring, and being 
present, are different from our ways. 
 
We read this in Isaiah 55:8-9 
(Show Isaiah 55:8-9 Slide) 
8 My plans aren’t your plans, 

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

9 Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways, 

    and my plans than your plans. 

 

We can’t understand all of God’s ways. 
This is why we are second in the equation. 
We need to understand that when God doesn’t do exactly what we want, 
even if we know He could, and maybe even believe he should, it doesn’t 
mean He doesn’t love us. 
 
God’s heart is always loving and always just. 
God is always with us and always showering us with His love. 
If God does not seem to be answering our prayers the way we want Him to 
or think He should, then we need to take a step back and ask ourselves 
this:  
“Why are we asking for this, and, what might God be trying to help us 
understand?” 
 
So church, what it is that God is trying to reveal to you today?  
What is it that God desires you to recognize?  
 
I take comfort in recognizing and knowing that God is wiser than I am and 
knowing that I am second in the equation, because the Lord knows I’d be in 
a heap of trouble if I were first...  


