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If Jesus is the Good Shepherd and the door for the sheep, do you know 
what that makes us? 
It makes us his sheep. 
(Show Sheep Slide) 
When we profess that Jesus is the good shepherd, we are also professing 
that we are his sheep. 
Now, being a called a sheep really isn’t such a bad thing is it?  
Sheep are cute and cuddly, and they provide wool for clothing and lanolin 
for lotions. 
But all the cuteness and cuddliness aside, what else do sheep do?  What 
good are they to us?  What do they produce… 
Here’s the truth about sheep… 
Sheep are weak and a lot of trouble… 
They can’t take care of themselves, the shepherd has to do almost 
everything for them... 
They are stubborn… 
They lack focus and have the attention span of a 3 year old after eating 
way too much birthday cake... 
They constantly wander off and get lost… 
They lack a sense of direction and don’t have a “homing instinct”... 
Their safety is a constant concern for the shepherd because they can’t 
defend themselves… 
And on top of all that… Sheep really don’t really do any work… 
They can’t pull a plow, carry heavy loads, or do any kind of farm work… 
 
So, how do you feel when Jesus calls you a sheep? 
 
 



Okay, I’ll admit that Jesus calling himself the good shepherd does not 
mean that he is saying humans have all the attributes of sheep, but I do 
think there is some merit to that comparison, and I think Jesus did too. 
 
You see, to understand what it means when Jesus says he is the Good 
Shepherd and the Gate, we have to know what precipitated the 
conversation.  In Chapter 9 of John’s Gospel, Jesus had just healed a blind 
man… 
In Jesus’ day, a person who was blind was considered about as helpful and 
useful a sheep, only without a supply of wool and lanolin… 
They couldn’t care for themselves because they couldn’t work, but worse 
than that, they were ostracized from the community because the people in 
Jesus’ day believed that if you were blind, you must have sinned terribly 
and ticked God off pretty good and were considered unclean… 
And when you were considered unclean, you wouldn’t have been allowed 
to be a part of the community for fear that your sin might rub off on other 
people… 
 
What we read today is a continuation of the conversation, you could also 
an argument, that Jesus was having with a group of Pharisees, Jewish 
religious leaders, about healing the blind man. 
 
The Pharisees viewed this blind man, even after he was healed, about a 
valuable and worthwhile as a useless sheep. 
It was to the Pharisee’s prejudice and segregation of the blind man that 
Jesus says: 
I am the gate and I am the good shepherd… 
It was to the blind man’s loneliness and feelings of worthlessness that 
Jesus proclaims: 
I am the gate and I am the good shepherd… 
 
Perhaps you’ve been in the that blind man’s place… 
Feeling left out, lonely, worthless, ostracized, and a burden… 



Maybe you’re there now… 
 
Whether we like it or not, at times we are all are either like the Pharisees 
and the blind man.  Many of us have been both at different points in life. 
 
Author Brene Brown says this about today’s society,  
“We are surrounded by and ‘us vs. them’ culture.  The only thing that binds 
us together now is shared fear and disdain, not common humanity, shared 
trust, respect, or love. 
Rather than coming together and sharing our experiences... We’re 
screaming at one another from further and further away.’” 
 
Its to us, the lost, the hurting, the left out, the lonely, the worthless, the 
ostracized, and to our us vs. them society that Jesus proclaims: 
I am the gate and I am the good shepherd. 
 
 
Often, these two I Am of Jesus are preached separately and the sermons 
on the gate go something like this… 
Jesus is gate, he stands guard over the opening like a bouncer at a club or 
a security guard at a ritzy highrise and only lets in the the right people, only 
lets in the good people, only lets in those who are worthy and have done 
the right things and prayers the right prayers. 
 
But hear me on this, you can’t separate these two sayings, they are 
intertwined… 
 
In John 10:1, Jesus talks about the sheep pen or, in some bible 
translations, the sheep folds.  He talks about the guard being at the door… 
That description is a little deceptive to modern readers.  When we think of a 
door, we think of something that opens and closes like the doors our 
houses and bedrooms… 
In Jesus’s day, sheep pens didn’t have doors like we have today. 



(Show Sheep Fold Slide) 
The door was just an opening.  It was an opening into a protected area. 
At night, the shepherd would stand at the door and call out to his sheep to 
enter.  
 
The good shepherd doesn’t stand at the door to make sure only the 
righteous and proper enter and slamming it shut on the unworthy...  
The good shepherd stands at the door and calls out to all humanity, and 
especially those who have been cast aside, ostracized, and made to feel 
worthless and welcomes us in. 
Jesus welcomes everyone who is willing to hear is voice and respond to it 
to enter through the door. 
 
Today, the good shepherd stands at the door, not like a bouncer blocking 
the entrance, but welcomes us into the open door to find the healing our 
shame, hurt, and brokenness, but also the healing for our pride, 
divisiveness, and prejudices… 
Jesus, the good shepherd, doesn’t discriminate on who he welcomes in the 
door to experience his love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, hope, and 
transformed life, the sinner and Pharisee alike. 
 
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus takes one of the most useless farm animals 
and elevates it to one of the highest positions. 
He takes one of the most stubborn and listless animals, an animal that 
can’t do any kind of work to earn their own keep and uses it as the prime 
example of faith… listening for his voice… 
 
The work sheep do is to listen, trust, and follow the shepherd’s voice… 
As God’s flock, that’s our job too... 
 


