
Week 3 
Title: “Giving Richly” 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 
(Show Intro Video) 
Being a blessing to others… 
The majority of people, and probably most everyone of us here today 
desire to be a blessing to others. 
It’s a beautiful idea.  It brings joy.  
 
So what about you? 
How have you been a blessing to others? 
Why do you enjoy being a blessing to others? 
What kind of joys has it brought you? 
 
(Show Albert Slide 1) 
For the 32 years from 1981 to 2013, every Tuesday and Thursday morning 
Albert Lexie woke up at 3:30am, got dressed, caught two buses to make 
sure he arrived at the Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital by 7:30am.  Once he 
arrived, he walked to his closet and pulled out his cart, and arranged all of 
his shoe shining equipment.  Albert is a shoe-shine man. 
He then set out down the various hallways and walking areas of the 
hospital.  He had a precise schedule that enabled him to cover the whole 
hospital each day. 
 
As Albert walked through the hospital, he would set up shop at certain 
location and cleaned the dirt off, polish, and buff other people’s shoes.  His 
fee was $5 for his labor. 
 
Often, a satisfied customer would leave Albert a tip.  Most gave an extra 
dollar, some gave two.  Once, during the Christmas season, a doctor gave 
him $50 for shining one pair of shoes.  
 



Big tips happened occasionally, but the vast majority of the tips were a 
dollar or two.  
 
Although Albert has shined his last show and put away his shoe-shine kit 
cart for good, he will not be forgotten at the Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital. 
Albert left behind a legacy. 
 
Since the day he shined his first pair of shoes at the Children’s Hospital 
over 30 years ago, Albert donated more than a third of his regular earnings 
and every single tip he was given to the Children’s Hospital Free Care 
Fund, which helps parents who can’t afford to pay for their sick children’s 
medical costs.  
 
Albert, the shoe-shine man, the lowly, extremely blue-collar shoe-shine 
man, according to the hospital administration gave just over $200,000.  
(Show Albert Slide 2) 
When Albert was asked why he did it, he said it was a joy to bless others. 
 
 
Albert’s is a wonderful story of someone who has been a blessing to 
others.  
We don’t know how many children Albert blessed this this completely 
unselfish act.  
But honestly, how much he gave and how many children and families he 
helped is not really what’s important.  
The important thing that Albert gave from the heart. 
Whether Albert realized it or not, he was following the Apostle Paul’s words 
to the church in Corinth. 
(Show 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 Slide) (Reading from the Message) 
“A stingy planter gets a stingy crop; a lavish planter gets a lavish 

crop. I want each of you to take plenty of time to think it over, 

and make up your own mind what you will give. That will protect 



you against sob stories and arm-twisting. God loves it when the 

giver delights in the giving…” 

  
Albert gave lavishly and he gave with delight and with cheerful heart. 
Albert made a plan and gave strategically.  
 
 
I mentioned earlier that today that Paul wrote this letter to the church in 
Corinth. 
Corinth was a very important city in the Roman Empire.  It was home to 
one of the most important ports in the empire.  
Something we all know quite well here in Texas, areas with natural 
resources can lead to having great wealth.  Just like having oil and water in 
Texas means the great potential of wealth, Corinth’s port led to great 
prosperity for the city. 
 
Paul is writing to what are probably rather wealthy Christians about giving 
and generosity.  It’s important to note, that in Chapter 8, right before what 
we read today, Paul had just praised the church in Corinth for its generosity 
in sending money to poorer Christian communities in Macedonia. 
 
Paul’s purpose here is not to nag the Corinthian church to be more give 
more, but rather, Paul is trying to help the Corinthian church understand the 
purposes and reasons we give generously of our resources, such as our 
wealth, money, time, influence, power, and more. 
 
 
Have you ever heard a preacher, someone from the finance committee, or 
heck, just about anyone trying to raise money say, “God loves a cheerful 
giver.” 
The first thing I can do is promise you that saying really is in the bible.  It’s 
the second half of 2 Corinthians 9:7.  
Often times preachers and others use this verse in a way that creates guilt.  



People feel compelled to give so that can do not seem selfish, unrighteous, 
or unchristian.  
 
Now, I’m not going to pull back from what Paul said, “God does loves a 
cheerful giver.”  But, we cannot rightfully use just that part of the verse by 
itself. 
What comes before that small statement is equally important when it 
comes to how we give to God. 
All of verse 7 reads like this: 
(Show 2 Cor 9:7 Slide) 
“Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart.  They 
shouldn’t give with hesitation or because of pressure.  God loves a cheerful 
giver.” 
 
Why we give and how we give is just as important to God as the fact that 
we give. 
 
Here’s the thing, our giving and our tithe is a spiritual act of worship.  What 
we give to God through the church is an act of worship. 
Worship is our responding to God’s faithfulness and love with love and 
thanksgiving. 
Everything we do in a worship service is an act of us giving us ourselves to 
God. 
 
So when we read God loves a cheerful giver, it means that God desires us 
to give back to Him with thankful hearts.  
 
 
I’ve heard some preachers say it doesn’t matter how much you give, it 
really doesn’t even matter what percentage of your income that you give. 
What matters is that you are giving with a clear heart and conscience. 
I can see how some preachers can get that from this set of scripture, but I 
don’t think Paul is arguing that we shouldn’t tithe, or that the biblical goal of 



giving a tithe, or 10% of our income back to God through worship no longer 
exists or is obsolete. 
 
Rather, I believe Paul is encouraging the new Christians in Corinth to work 
towards the tithe, or 10%. 
 
In verse 11 Paul tells the Corinthians that they were blessed so that they 
may then be generous or be a blessing to others, but it’s not simply so that 
we can meet people’s needs, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, and caring the sick… 
No, the purpose of our blessing others from the wealth, money, and 
blessings God has given us is so that, 
Read verse 11-12 with me: 
(Show 2 Cor. 9:11-12 Slide) 
“...Such generosity produces produces thanksgiving to God through us. 
Your ministry of this service service to God’s people isn’t only fully meeting 
their needs but it is also multiplying in many expressions of thanksgiving to 
God.” 
The purpose of our blessing others from the wealth, money, and blessings 
God has given us is so that others may experience God’s love and give 
thanks to God. 
 
 
I encourage you to give generously and to strive for the biblical goal of 
tithing.  
 
Here’s the thing, giving, and particularly tithing is about so much more than 
merely giving to the church to keep the lights on, making sure the preacher 
get paid, and it’s even more than feeding the hungry and caring for the sick. 
Tithing is an act an of worship and it teaches us to always put God first in 
every part of our lives. 
 
 



Connecting with Albert. 
-Albert gave from the heart because of a desire to give back to a 

place that had blessed him. 
-We give out of worship and thanksgiving. 


